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Faithfulness Leads to Flourishing | Flourish Series (Part 5)

Text: Acts 11:19-30; 28:30-31

The Example of the Early Church

As we prepare to close out our FLOURISH series, I invite you to listen to the Word 
of God as it comes to us from Acts chapter 11 at verse 19. 

Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when 
Stephen was killed traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading 
the word only among Jews. Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and 
Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the 
good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great 
number of people believed and turned to the Lord. News of this reached the 
church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch.  When he arrived and 
saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to 
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts.  He was a good man, full of the Holy 
Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. Then 
Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and when he found him, he brought 
him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and 
taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called Christians first at 
Antioch. During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted 
that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This 
happened during the reign of Claudius.) The disciples, as each one was able, 
decided to provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. This they 
did, sending their gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
.
I love this passage for the way it shows how faithful to the mission the Early 
Church was. Even after one of their best (a disciple named Stephen) was stoned-
to-death for proclaiming the message of Jesus… even after persecution of the 
church became widespread… the disciples kept traveling and spreading the good 
news of the Lord Jesus (Acts 11:20). They were so loyal to the great 
commission Christ had given them, and so certain that the gospel of the kingdom 
of God was the hope of the world, that they made advancing that mission their 
number one priority. Even if a gunman had walked into their sanctuary and taken 
lives, these people would be meeting together and reaching out to strangers the 
very next week. The early church was just that faithful to the mission Jesus gave 
them.

I love this story, secondly, because it displays disciples who were faithful with 
their gifts. We’re given here yet another of many pictures Acts supplies of the 
early church taking up an offering. Generosity is a way of life for these people. The 
disciples are not, of course, all giving the same way or the same amount. The text 
explicitly says that they gave as each one was able… sending their gift to 



the elders (Acts 11:29-30). But one of the most recurrent themes of the Book 
of Acts is how the believers kept on giving for the sake of others. 

And then, finally, and most of all, I love the IMPACT that their faithfulness had. 
Their faithfulness led to flourishing for many people who wouldn’t have had it 
otherwise.  Twice in this text, we’re told that a great number of people were 
brought… believed and turned to the Lord (Acts 11:21,24), but reports like 
this are all over the Book of Acts. The circle of people who found the forgiveness 
of their sins, and truth and power for daily living, and a loving community to do 
life with, and an avenue for extending help and hope to others, and the assurance 
of eternal life beyond the grave – that blessed circle, just kept expanding. 

Faithful to the Mission

I hope it hasn’t escaped your attention that Christ Church is on the same MISSION 
as that early church was. We believe that proliferating healthy, biblically-grounded, 
outreach-oriented local churches is essential to the renewal of human life in 
general and to American life in particular. That’s why, one year ago, we committed 
ourselves to the venture we call TAKE ROOT. To refresh all of us and inform those 
of you who may be new to our fellowship, let me break it down.

First of all, we’ve committed approximately $19M together to a underwrite the core 
ministries of Christ Church and our mission and media outreach over a two-year 
period.

Secondly, through TAKE ROOT, we’re investing about $3M more to sponsor a 
variety of exciting NEW outreach initiatives. For example, we’re planting a new 
branch of our church in Downer’s Grove at the start of 2018. We’re praying that 
God will use Christ Church Esplanade to help reach hundreds of the more than 
300,000 people within ten-minutes of that location who aren’t connected to a 
local church.

We are also trying to change the quality of life in a pocket of suburbanized poverty 
along the Roosevelt Road corridor of Oakbrook Terrace, Villa Park, and Lombard. 
Our former Domestic Mission Director, Felecia Thompson is locating there full-time 
to coordinate all the work we’re doing there under a new umbrella we’re calling 
“RESILIENT.” We’ve got amazing mentoring and tutoring programs now going 
strong in three schools. There’s a group of our members who started a fellowship 
with unemployed, non-English-speaking women in that community. Today, all 
those original women have jobs, are speaking English, and the group leaders are 
starting a new circle. We’re getting behind a Friday night fellowship for at-risk 
youth and have vision for starting a small business there to provide young people 
with on-the-job training.

Through TAKE ROOT, we are making a similar kind of investment in two under-
resourced schools in Kenya. One of those schools is in the Mathare Valley where 



600,000 people live in shacks of tin and cardboard on dirt floors, sometimes 8-10 
people in a ten-foot-square room. A school there is the best hope for helping 
hundreds of kids up and out of that hell-hole. So, we’re paying for classroom 
repairs, sponsoring a program to encourage teacher retention, and underwriting a 
micro-enterprise finance program that will help families living on less than $1.00 
per day to pay for school fees.  Out in a rural area near Nairobi, we’re working in 
another school with one of our other mission partners to build a library, science 
lab, additional classrooms, a dining hall, and a computer resource room so kids 
can prepare themselves for college and meaningful work. We’re also funding 
teacher training and books and bibles for everyday use.  

This kind of LIFE-CHANGE is our PASSION at Christ Church. We want to keep doing 
this kind of life-changing work, long after this two-year campaign is past. For that 
reason, we’re making a big one-time investment to grow the capacity of this local 
church for long-term influence. The major building expansion we’re doing will 
greatly improve our capacity to host worship services, conferences, Sunday 
morning hospitality, new educational offerings, and a myriad of weekday 
ministries. The renovations we’re doing to our parking systems are going to enable 
us to welcome the thousands of people we pray God will continue to bring to our 
Oak Brook campus for decades to come. Sustaining a vital church here is the 
indispensable key to our continuing influence out there. We want to keep 
Gathering communities of disciples who worship, grow, and serve; so that 
we can keep going into all the world as witnesses of the life-changing 
love of Jesus Christ. We inherited that mission from the Church of Acts and I 
hope you sense how important it is. 

Faithful with Our Gifts

Making this kind of life-changing impact requires a church that is as faithful with 
their gifts, as the early Christians were. When we launched this sermon series 
several weeks ago, you probably noticed that the topic of financial stewardship 
was coming up a lot. I know it created some discomfort or even alarm. Some 
people said: “Wow, the church must be in bad financial shape for the pastors to be 
ringing the Money Bell so hard.”  Actually, I’m pleased to report that gifts to TAKE 
ROOT are tracking at 103% of where we hoped to be at this point in our two-year 
journey. I can’t THANK you enough for your part in that. Nonetheless, I’ve felt it 
crucial that we not shy from returning to the stewardship theme in this short series. 
Why is that? 

FIRST, because stewardship is such a key theme in the teaching of Jesus 
and the Bible. Jesus says that nothing reveals or reforms the condition of our 
hearts like what we choose to do with our money. Nearly half of his parables are 
about how we use our money. Christ says: “For where your treasure is, there 
will your heart be also” (Matt 6:21). The early church got that.

The SECOND reason we’ve hit on this theme is because we’d love to close the 



gap between the remarkable $41M in commitments and expected gifts this 
congregation has devoted and the $49M its going to cost to complete our TAKE 
ROOT vision. In other words, we want to have as small a debt-load as we can at 
the end of these two years and so we’re still praying for more help. 

The THIRD reason we’re talking about all this is because things have changed 
over the past year. Some of you have come into the life of our church or just 
woken up to the significance of TAKE ROOT during the past months. Because 
you’ve never done it before, we want to give you the chance to fill out a 
Commitment Card and become part of this defining season in our church’s mission. 
We’re inviting you to write down on this card a number that represents the total 
commitment you hope to make to all the great things happening through Christ 
Church over the next twelve months. We’re so glad to have you join the rest of us 
who have taken that leap of faith. 

For others of us, what has changed in the past year is our stress-level. “Did we 
really put THAT number on the Commitment Card. Wow. Staying faithful to that is 
going to be hard.”  My household is in that camp. We can use a voice in our lives 
like Barnabas was to the believers at Antioch when he encouraged them all to 
remain true to the Lord with all their hearts (Acts 11:23).  We’re striving to 
stay true to our commitment, because it’s not easy. As we rededicate ourselves by 
putting down the same number we did last year on this Card (or writing the word 
“Same”), I believe God will provide us with the grace we need to persevere and 
finish strong. 

It’s also possible that the last year has brought some really positive changes for 
some of us. Maybe, as you’ve rooted your life more deeply in Christ this past year, 
He has grown your faith or your heart for the people He wants to reach through 
Christ Church. Or perhaps you realize you’ve been blessed with financial capacity 
that could allow you to make even more of a difference than you originally wrote 
down. When YOU fill out that Commitment Card a bit later, it’s going to be a great 
moment as you increase your commitment. I’m aware of people who have already 
done that and of the smile on their face as they do. Let me challenge you to enter 
into that joy yourself. 

Faithfulness Leads to Flourishing

At the end of the day, what I hope all of us will think of is how our faithfulness 
leads to flourishing for someone. I hope you will think of the life-changing impact 
of your commitment. Maybe it’s the older adult who will find a loving community 
in our Greenhouse Ministry or the anguished person who will experience the 
sanctuary of one of our support groups. Perhaps it will be that individual who will 
walk into a worship service because of our new building or because we located a 
Christ Church campus in Downers Grove and come to a saving faith in Jesus Christ. 
Maybe it will be someone who gets into one of our Bible studies or discipleship 
groups and finds God transforming the way they come at their work or family life. 



Maybe it will be a small child at one of the schools we support in Kenya or 
someone touched by the ministries of the nearly 80 other mission partners TAKE 
ROOT supports. 

When I ponder the card I’m about to turn in, I think of a girl I’ll call Janae. Janae 
showed up one day this year at a lunchtime mentoring group that some of our 
Resilient volunteers sponsor at one of the schools in the Roosevelt Road area. At 
that first session, Janae just sat at the edge of the group trembling. She didn’t talk. 
She hardly looked up. She just shook. Janae had experienced a lot of trauma. She 
felt alone, afraid, and hopeless about her future. But Jesus reached out to her and 
enfolded her through the hearts and hands of Christ Church. And over the coming 
weeks, Janae stopped trembling and started talking. She began to uncurl – like a 
flower in the face of the Son. And today, with the resourceful relationships she is 
building, Janae is on the pathway toward FLOURISHING. 

This is who we are, beloved. We are the Jesus People for our time. We are ones 
entrusted with the ancient and sacred mission to carry the good news of the 
kingdom of God into all the earth. And this earth needs that vision and hope now 
more than ever. Let’s think about that and let it move us, as these brothers and 
sisters of ours have done so too… [VIDEO]

Invitation to “Think, Pray & Write”

We’re going to play some music now and give everyone an opportunity to think 
and pray over these Cards in our hands and write down what we feel God leading 
us to. If you are married and need some time to talk things over with your spouse, 
please feel free to do that. 

• Let’s remember the example of the Early Church before us. 

• Let’s recall too how the disciples that founded Christ Church made their own 
sacrificial commitments to plant this Tree of Life here – and all the blessing 
God has brought forth from their faith. 

• Now, dare to imagine the thousands of other people who will be in heaven 
or flourishing here on earth in years ahead because of how YOU and I 
respond to his calling right now.

• Please use this quiet time to come in prayer before God and ponder what he 
might have you write on this card to begin, renew, or expand your 
commitment.

• After awhile, we’ll come and give you more instructions.

Invitation to Commitment

As our worship leaders continue to make their gifts to us, we welcome you to 
come forward, when you are ready, and drop your card in one of these baskets, 
then make your way back to your seat via the outside aisles. Upon returning to 



your seat, feel free to remain standing as we join in worship to God, or take your 
seat as you feel led. Take whatever time you need, then come to one of our 
commitment stations as God leads you.


